S C A P A   FLOW
incomparably beautiful. In default of anything else to
sit on we settled down on the steps of our barrack room
and smoked and waited. * Waiting ' in the days to come
was to become our most serious occupation. Gradually
the officers and men bsgan to arrive, I could only nod
my thanks to them from the distance for their truly loyal
fulfilment of duty.
The night was awful and although the Scottish Camp
Commandant had produced a bed for me the four blankets
supplied were so thin and full of holes that I was bitterly
cold in the storm then blowing. At last it was morning.
We washed ourselves at the pump and refreshed our-
selves on corned beef, nibbled hard bread, waited, and froze.
It was in the camp here that I first learnt how the
sinking had been carried out in the individual ships: in
the case of Emden, Baden, and Nurnberg the time from
when the order was given to the time of seizure by the
English was not sufficient to fill the ships sufficiently to
make sure that they would sink. Besides this, on board
Emden, as I knew already, we were unable to make any
large preparation owing to the English dispatch boats
constantly lying alongside, whom we feared might dis-
cover what was going on. The crew of the battleship
Kaiserin, after much trouble trying to get a boat out, had
to jump overboard before the ship capsized. German
boats hurrying to the rescue were in most cases driven
away by the English so that the work of rescue was
dragged out to half an hour; in spite of this it finally
succeeded and all were rescued.
The toll exacted by the irresponsible firing on the part
of the English amounted to: 10 killed, including Com-
mander Schumann, Commanding Officer of the Markgraf,
and about 16 wounded, amongst them Staff Engineer
Rogge of the Bayern.